
Conference
ñThe impact of the pandemic on the internationalization of higher educationò

Agroecological garden initiative to alleviate the impacts of 
the COVID-19 lockdown on the International Students at SZIU

Presenter:

Mar²a Fernanda Ramos D²az
Szent Istv§nUniversity, Research Institute of Agricultural Economics AKI

ramosdiazmf@gmail.com

1 October 2020, Budapest, Hungary



Outline:

ÅhǊƛƎƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ
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Origin of the 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ

ÅQuarantine measures , lockdown.

ÅChange of plans for the students.

ÅUncertainty, anxiety.

LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
Community Garden



Why an 
Agroecological 
garden?

Holistic approach: 
Environmental, 
social and 
economic aspects.

Sustainable gardening practices to 
grow healthy and diverse food and 
provide an environment to sustain 
life.

Community development and 
social skills.

Economical viability.



Evolution of the objectives

ÅOffer the students a safe space to
spend time outdoors and do hands-
on work to relieve their anxiety and
fear causedby the uncertaintyof the
lockdownmeasures.

ÅProvidehealthy, fresh and affordable
food to the international students
who stayat the dormitory during the
quarantinetime.

ÅDeliver non-formal leadership
training to the students.

ÅRaise awareness about social and
environmentalissues.



Description of the process

IDEA FINDING 
SPACE

CALL TO 
STUDENTS

GARDEN 
WORK

HARVEST



Findingthe
appropiatespace

DǀŘǀƭƭǃ
Institute of Horticulture SZIU

400sqm.





Callto students
ÅSocial media

Å61 students registered



Garden work

Beddesign

Å42 beds1x3 m, 

Å12 beds 1x4 m, 

Å6 rows0.5x7 m, 

Å8 rows0.5x5.5 m, 

Flowersand herbscircle

άTheJungleΩΩ section





Garden work 
όŎƻƴǘΩύ

ÅPlantingand transplanting

ÅWeeding

ÅBuildingstructures

ÅWateringin turns

ÅFiel trip



Planting and transplanting



Weeding


